
 
 

 

 
 
12 May 2019 

 
Professor Glenda Wardle 
Chair 
Ecosystems Science Council 
 
Via email: glenda.wardle@sydney.edu.au; ecosystemscienceplan@gmail.com  
 
 
Dear Professor Wardle, 
 
Thank you for your letter inviting the Australian Labor Party to outline its position on a range of 

issues that the Ecosystems Science Council has identified as being of interest to its members and the 

wider community. 

We will respond along the lines of addressing your broad headings, and through them the individual 

issues you have identified. 

Measurement of progress towards environmental goals and objectives 

A Shorten Labor Government will provide urgent action and overdue leadership to step up the fight 

to protect Australia’s environment and hand on a better environment to the next generation. 

We will invest more than $1 billion in new environment programs to tackle the extinction crisis; cut 

single-use plastics; protect our beaches and coastlines; clean up the nation’s rivers; double the 

number of Indigenous Rangers caring for country; and protect the Great Barrier Reef.  

Specifically, we will initiate a national campaign to save Australia’s iconic native species by creating a 

$100 million Saving Native Species Fund which will seek to both restore numbers of endangered 

plants and animals and eliminate non-native pests.  Labor will call on all states and territories, 

business and civil society to join in a national effort to protect our iconic animal and plant species. 

The Fund will be guided by the Threatened Species Scientific Committee (TSSC) and in consultation 

with experts from conservation, science/research backgrounds and the private sector to advise on 

best projects.  It will also be directed to closely collaborate with NGOs and community groups which 

are already working to deliver on species recovery. 

The Environment Department and TSSC would also set a priority list of threatened species for 

protection and invasive species that need to be managed.  To maintain transparency, the Fund 

would publish annual reports to government, documenting progress on its mandate and the priority 

list. 

Labor will re-establish Australia as a cooperative and engaged participant in international efforts to 

address climate change.  Protecting the global environment is a vital foreign policy objective, as 
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environmental degradation contributes to social and political conflict and undermines regional and 

international security. 

Establishment of a national ecosystems monitoring and forecasting system 

Labor will fill a massive information gap in Australia on detailed likely impacts of climate change on 

environmental, social and economic systems by introducing a triennial Australian Climate Change 

Assessment (ACCA).  

The first will be initiated as soon as practicable, overseen by an independent panel, with subsequent 

ACCAs conducted by a reformed Climate Change Authority.  Funding for the assessments will be a 

core function of the reformed Climate Change Authority, with costs to be absorbed by the Authority. 

Labor will allocate $5 million over the forward estimates for the first Assessment. 

In addition, Labor will be reviewing other forms of research infrastructure and forecasting capability, 

principally provided through the National Collaborative Research Infrastructure Scheme (NCRIS), 

through our national inquiry into the Australian research system to be headed by Professor 

Ian Chubb. 

It is possible that such a research capability that you have suggested could be performed by a federal 

Environmental Protection Agency like Labor has proposed, or form part of the triennial Australian 

Climate Change assessment.   However, such a piece of work will need to be scoped by an incoming 

government. 

Institutional reform and more effective implementation of environmental legislation 

A Shorten Labor Government will pass a new Federal Environment Act and create a new, 

independent Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and will allocate $50 million over the next four 

years to ensure it can hit the ground running and we can do the detailed work of rewriting 

Australia’s environmental laws. 

The current Environment Act is now 20 years old and has never been significantly reformed.  It is 

time to bring it into the 21st Century.  In 2019, it is bizarre that the national environmental law does 

not properly factor in climate change. 

If we get the legal framework right, we will be able to protect our precious environment for our 

children and grandchildren.  Labor’s changes will compel the Australian Government to demonstrate 

national leadership and actively defend our unique natural environment. 

Labor will establish a high-powered working group of experts including scientists, environmental 

lawyers and public policy thinkers to hone the important concepts that underpin this reform.  We 

will ensure all stakeholders, including states and territories, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

representatives, impacted industries and business groups, trade unions and civil society have a seat 

at the table. 

  



 

 

Investment of 3 percent of GDP in research and development 

A Shorten Labor Government will set a national target that three per cent of GDP will be devoted to 

Research and Development by 2030 in order to best mobilise public, business and research sector 

investment. 

Long-term sustainable growth, particularly in developed economies, rests ultimately on expanding 

the frontiers of knowledge.  R&D contributes to growth primarily through creating technological 

progress, improving efficiency and generating new economic value through new products and 

services, and by delivering highly skilled workers to the labour force.  R&D investment generates 

strong positive economic returns. 

No country will be able to build sustainable and long-term prosperity simply from cheap labour, 

proprietary capital or natural resources.  Economists have been clear for decades that the drivers of 

long run growth are innovation, technological progress and new ideas.  Australia must compete 

based on its research and innovation capacity, not least because its comparative advantage is 

disproportionately derived from R&D and innovation-intensive sectors. 

We are committed to restoring our international competiveness, and will work with business, 

industry, universities and research institutes to do so.    

We would also point to separate election commitments made by the Australian Labor Party in terms 

of investments in the CSIRO Climate Science Centre and Labor’s Plan for Marine Science as additional 

investments made in this campaign as evidence of Labor’s commitment to the task of ending the war 

on science and re-establishing the partnership between the Commonwealth and the Australian 

scientific community. 

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to your election statement. 

Yours sincerely 

Australian Labor Campaign Headquarters  

www.alp.org.au  
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